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February 15, 1965 is the day that the Flag of Canada was raised over the
Houses of Parliament for the first time. The driving force behind a Canadian Flag
was Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson. He wanted a flag that was distinctly
Canadian and not the Canadian Red Ensign that was selected by Sir John A.
MacDonald at confederation.
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The flag debate was very divisive and eventually the choice of flag was left to an
all-party committee. After going through thousands of designs the committee
recommended that the "single-leaf, red and white design be adopted".
Parliament debated and at 2:15 am on the 15" of December 1964 it was
approved by the House of Commons. Senate approval came on the 17" of
December and on January 28, 1965 the National Flag of Canada was proclaimed
by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il to take effect on the 15" of February 1965.

In 1996, February 15 was declared National Flag of Canada Day.
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